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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6, 7, 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 6-8 
are dependent claims which describe an apparatus, but depend on claim 1 which 
describes a method. Examiner suggests replacing "The apparatus as defined in claim 
1" with "The apparatus as defined in claim 5" in claims 6-8. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipate by Li et 
al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0097661), herein referenced as 
Li. 

Regarding claim 1, Li discloses a time-shifted television over IP network system. 
In addition, Li discloses that a web server 218 may provide web page and user 
interfaces for the user, accessible through their set top box (STB) units. Using this 
interface, the users may access a plurality of services provided through the system. 
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Furthermore, Li discloses that a plurality of switches are used with a plurality of 
streaming media servers 38 and storage units 34. The streaming engine 38 manages 
the user requests by retrieving from the storage unit 34 or from the content creation unit 
36 the requested data files, encoding them based on the appropriate protocol, and 
transmitting them to the user thru the broadband communication channels. A media 
database management server 40 may manage the storage unit operations, which 
therefore reads on claimed "initializing a web server and a media server", as disclosed 
in paragraphs [0034] and [0028] and further exhibited figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding providing a client player to the end user, Li discloses that the STB unit 
920 is broadband ready and capable of communicating via a broadband connection 930 
(13 as shown in FIG. 1) to the data creation and transmission system 12. In one 
embodiment, user communicates with the STB 920 by a wireless input unit such as a 
television remote controller 940 or a wireless keyboard 950. The STB unit 920 in turn 
transmits the user program or file selections to the data creation and transmission 
system 12. Upon initialization, the STB 920 may display through the television 910 
(FIG. 9) the initial GUI sitting allowing the user to make a selection of the programs and 
services he desires, which reads on claimed "providing a client player to the end user", 
as disclosed in paragraphs [0067], [0068], [0069] and further exhibited in figure 9. 

Regarding opening the streaming session, Li discloses a media content creator 
subsystem for converting multiple format incoming video signal streams corresponding 
to multiple program files into IP based packets ready for transmission over a broadband 
network, the media content creator converting the incoming video signals into digital 
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data and compressing the digital data based on multiple encoding standards into IP 
based packets, which reads on claimed "opening the streaming session", as disclosed 
in paragraph [0012]. 

Regarding streaming the coded video content bit stream between the media 
server and client player, Li discloses a media streaming subsystem for storing the IP 
based packets, wherein the media streaming engine is capable of providing multiple 
streams of IP based packets for transmission based on user request, and wherein each 
stream of IP based packets represents the converted and encoded content of one user 
requested program, which reads on claimed "the coded video content bit stream 
between the media server and client player", as disclosed in paragraph [0012]. 

Regarding enabling the enhanced feature set to the end user for manipulation 
through the client player, Li discloses that upon initialization, the STB 920 may display 
through the television 910 (FIG. 9) the initial GUI sitting allowing the user to make a 
selection of the programs and services he desires. The GUI interface 1 100 allows the 
user to select the programs and function he desires by navigating through an intuitively 
straight forward program display interface such as the one shown in FIG. 1 1 . In this 
example, the user may select a desired channel from a list of available channels 1 1 1 0 in 
a first step. The GUI opens multiple new windows 1 120 and 1 130, displaying the 
available program selections broadcast over that channel during a given time period, 
which reads on claimed "enabling the enhanced feature set to the end user for 
manipulation through the client player", as disclosed in paragraphs [0069], [0075] and 
further exhibited in figure 1 1 . 
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Regarding terminating the streaming session, Li discloses that in step 1060 the 
user may terminate the display of the particular program by selecting the stop function 
or home icon on the title bar of the GUI interface. The selection of the stop/home button 
would allow the user to return to previous GUI interfaces where he may enter a new 
category, sub-categories and program selection, which reads on claimed "terminating 
the streaming session", as disclosed in paragraph [0073]. 

Regarding claim 2, Li discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 1). In 
addition, Li discloses that the media content creator 500 (shown as 35 in FIG. 1) is a 
subsystem whose functionality includes: (1) taking multiple video inputs either in digital 
format or analog format, and compressing them in MPEG1/2 or MPEG4 form, and 
H263; (2) providing state-of-the-art high density, high availability, and hot swap 
capabilities to deliver scalable video streams, which reads on claimed "wherein the 
video content has been encoded for compression using prior art H263 standards", as 
disclosed in paragraph [0050]. 

Regarding claim 5, Li discloses that a web server 218 may provide web page 
and user interfaces for the user, accessible through their set top box (STB) units. Using 
this interface, the users may access a plurality of services provided through the system. 
Furthermore, Li discloses that a plurality of switches are used with a plurality of 
streaming media servers 38 and storage units 34. The streaming engine 38 manages 
the user requests by retrieving from the storage unit 34 or from the content creation unit 
36 the requested data files, encoding them based on the appropriate protocol, and 
transmitting them to the user thru the broadband communication channels. A media 
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database management server 40 may manage the storage unit operations, which 
therefore reads on claimed "a web server and a media server", as disclosed in 
paragraphs [0034] and [0028] and further exhibited figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding a client player offering an enhanced feature set to the end user, Li 
discloses that upon initialization, the STB 920 may display through the television 910 
(FIG. 9) the initial GUI sitting allowing the user to make a selection of the programs and 
services he desires. The GUI interface 1 100 allows the user to select the programs and 
function he desires by navigating through an intuitively straight forward program display 
interface such as the one shown in FIG. 1 1 . In this example, the user may select a 
desired channel from a list of available channels 1110 in a first step. The GUI opens 
multiple new windows 1120 and 1130, displaying the available program selections 
broadcast over that channel during a given time period, which reads on claimed "a client 
player offering an enhanced feature set to the end user", as disclosed in paragraphs 
[0069], [0075] and further exhibited in figure 11 . 

Regarding a means of initiating and maintaining and terminating a streaming 
session between the media server and client player, Li discloses a media content 
creator subsystem for converting multiple format incoming video signal streams 
corresponding to multiple program files into IP based packets ready for transmission 
over a broadband network, the media content creator converting the incoming video 
signals into digital data and compressing the digital data based on multiple encoding 
standards into IP based packets. In addition, Li discloses a media streaming subsystem 
for storing the IP based packets, wherein the media streaming engine is capable of 
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providing multiple streams of IP based packets for transmission based on user request, 
and wherein each stream of IP based packets represents the converted and encoded 
content of one user requested program. Li further discloses that in step 1060 the user 
may terminate the display of the particular program by selecting the stop function or 
home icon on the title bar of the GUI interface. The selection of the stop/home button 
would allow the user to return to previous GUI interfaces where he may enter a new 
category, sub-categories and program selection, which reads on claimed "a means of 
initiating and maintaining and terminating a streaming session between the media 
server and client player", as disclosed in paragraphs [0012] and [0073]. 

Regarding claim 6, Li discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 5). In 
addition, claim 6 is interpreted and thus rejected for reasons set forth above in the 
rejection of claim 2. Claim 2 describes a method of providing enhanced features for 
stream video content over a network and claim 6 describes an apparatus for 
implementing the method. Thus claim 6 is rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in 
view of Shaw (United States Patent Application publication 2002/0124098), herein 
referenced as Shaw. 

Regarding claim 3, Li discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 1), 
however Li fails to disclose "wherein the audio content has been encoded for 
compression using prior art MP3 standards", however the examiner maintains that it 
was well known in the art to provide audio content has been encoded for compression 
using prior art MP3 standards, as taught by Shaw. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Shaw discloses a streaming media subscription 
mechanism for a content delivery network. In addition, Shaw discloses that the source 
for streaming media can be just about any form of media, including VHS or Beta format 
tapes, audio cassettes, DAT, MPEG video, MP3 audio, AVI, and the like. Prior to 
streaming, the content must first be encoded, a process which accomplishes four 
things: conversion of the content from analog to digital form, if necessary; creation of a 
file in the format recognized by the streaming media server and player; compression of 
the file to maximize the richness of the content that can be delivered in real-time given 
limited bandwidth, which reads on claimed "wherein the audio content has been 
encoded for compression using prior art MP3 standards", as disclosed in paragraph 
[0006]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Li by specifically providing wherein the audio 
content has been encoded for compression using prior art MP3 standards, as taught by 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,857 Page 9 

Art Unit: 4115 

Shaw, for the purpose of maximizing the audio quality within given bandwidth 
constraints. 

Regarding claim 7, Li discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 5). In 
addition, claim 7 is interpreted and thus rejected for reasons set forth above in the 
rejection of claim 3. Claim 3 describes a method of providing enhanced features for 
stream video content over a network and claim 7 describes an apparatus for 
implementing the method. Thus claim 7 us rejected. 

Claims 4, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li in 
view of White et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0189587), herein 
referenced as White. 

Regarding claim 4, Li in view of Shaw disclose everything as claimed above 
9see claim 3). However, Li fails to disclose "wherein the video content has been pre- 
encoded deriving semantic content from the video to construct a searchable index of 
content features", however the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to 
provide wherein the video content has been pre-encoded deriving semantic content 
from the video to construct a searchable index of content features, as taught by White. 

In a similar field of endeavor, White discloses an interactive video programming 
method. In addition, White discloses that on the VIDEO channel, the user is presented 
an introductory Ul screen 64 of the sort shown in FIG. 4. This screen includes four 
components: a topical listing of movie categories 66; a feature 68 permitting the user to 
search a database of available videos by title, actor, director, keywords, etc; a 
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promotion 70 of one of more featured video titles; and other advertising 72, which reads 
on claimed "wherein the video content has been pre-encoded deriving semantic content 
from the video to construct a searchable index of content features", as disclosed in 
paragraph [0037]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Li by specifically providing wherein the video 
content has been pre-encoded deriving semantic content from the video to construct a 
searchable index of content features, as taught by White, for the purpose of providing 
the user with more search criteria allowing them to find more desirable moves and 
shows. 

Regarding claim 8, Li discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 5). In 
addition, claim 8 is interpreted and thus rejected for reasons set forth above in the 
rejection of claim 4. Claim 4 describes a method of providing enhanced features for 
stream video content over a network and claim 8 describes an apparatus for 
implementing the method. Thus claim 8 us rejected. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEXANDER Q. HUERTA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3582. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(Alternate Fridays Off) 
7:30-5:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on 571-272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Alexander Q Huerta 

Examiner 

Art Unit 41 15 

January 4, 2008 
/Jefferey F Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4115 



